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“Come,” sald Lyvon, a last, ‘1 hear tha® you
know who destroved my essay, Let's have il at
once; aud you had hetter gu ak the whoetruth,

il you."”
withont any humbug, I ean #f
W1 *s mo business of wine,’ aai 1 Foster, sullen-

' inte telling,

Iy. 1] dor*t choove fo e 0
Tlow de | kuow snything & vl it, more than
a1y ené il . - :
-’“r coms, Forter, th.' won't do, crw:‘
Collims, Harihig, wud & aly. “You said you
Epew sl stam 1, 30U cgu s the first nitht
aben v u wers insuch low

afier vou eame,
ppirts; aud you sad you
mivd to teil.

bad more thay Lalf s

“Wall, 1hen, sow Uvecl 1 redd my mind,"” sal
Foster, ooy e il

At e moment, Doan flung open the stove
dorr, 80 as to throw ail the light there was ob
¥ l'cl » laew, uml wried { and looked full

o .
at him. Fosrer kyew the mea ng of tha sudden
eaces bk in hic £ ea Lo ut bim on his guard:

e felt that he must niake up his miud, and take
» decided part now, or it was all over with
him.

“If 1 do te'l you, you'll not be so pleased,” he
said, speaking slowly to steady his vulce,

#Tell, and tell the truth " said Lyon, almost
solemnly, There was half a minute’s silence.
The possibility of telling the truth fashed across
Foster's mind. 1t would be such a relief, and the
© her sach a desperate lie; might not the eeiling
come down as he was telling it.

‘Come,” said Colling, “‘the tea-bell will ring
in}a minute.”

“And then,” thought Foster, ‘it willbeover,
#and 1 need never ray anything about it agaio.'
The loug habits of deceit in small things con-
quered. He lified up bis Liead, and apoke in a
firm, strong voice, that astonished himself ; L |
know who tore the essay and stole the noth,
Grey did."

“How do you know ?" said Lyon.

] stayed, you know, two days after every
one else left and 1 happened to be in the school-
room when the desks were cleared out, and |
found that among some loose papers at the bot-
tom of Grey's desk.”

Foster took a crumpled leaf out of his pocket,
a8 he spoke, and handsd it to Lyon. Every one
pressed ronnd to look at It. It was one ef the
missing pages of the essay."”

“You found this in Grey's desk, on vour word
and honor 7" said Ly on.

“I've said 8o onoe,” said Foster, shrinking.

“Answer, on your word and honor," said
Lyen, seizing his arm, and pinching it hard,

“On my word and honor, then,” sald Foster,

distinctly.

“Now, Lyon, don't you belleve 7™ cried Col-
lins.

111 never belisve, 1\ never trust, I'll never
eare for any one again as long as [ live," eaid
Lyoen, banging to the stove door, and throwing
down his ehair with a e'atter that made all the
room shake,

“Well, we are all agreed, then,” said Col-
lins. “Grey isto be sent to Coventryjby the
unarimous vote of the whole school, and any
one who choosea to speak to him, or to notice
bim in any way, ia to be sent to ('oventry with
him. After all, it's a very slight punishment
for what he has done. If we brought it before
the Doetor, he'd be oxpelled as sure as fate,
You agres, Lyon, of course ?"

Lyon nodded his head, and walked away to
the furthest and darkest corner of the room,

“What & fool be is tocare so much,” sald
Harding, yawning,

4] dou't know,"” said Wilson; “I'm as sorry
o possible myself; 1 always thought Girey the
best- hearted fellow.”

“Gh 1 ivs always theway,” #ald Colline, 1
never belicve in any one being better than any
oneelse. There's the vea be!l at last,”

In & mnu'e the reom was descr.ed,  Foster
was the last to leave, but ho made baste to go
when he perceived thut there was a chance of
his being loft alove iu the dark, He had cover.
ed his ears wich nis bands when the ball began
to ring, and rmall sounda, even the clatter down
of Lyon's chair, made him start. He did not
understand how be could be s0 nervous; bur,
pomebow, sudden noires frightened b as be
had never bien frightened before, They made
Lim think of words he bad heaid with awe, and
only partly utdersiood, ns a chill=of trumpets
sounding suddenly, and & great multituds being
gathered for judgmont, acd of other words con-
neeted with them about the linr's poriion, sud
the buining lake of fire dnd brimstone,  When
be found himself C.11ing nto these thoaghts, he
made a vigorous effurt to stroggle out of theuy;
and this evening he astonished his companions
by suédenly changing his sullsn mood for a fit
of beisterous and csuseless mirth. Every now
and then, in the midst of his loud talk, Lyon
lifted up bis bead from bis book, and looked at
him curiously; avd then Foster felt his brea'h
eaught, and his tongue ready to stamwmer, and
was sbliged to Lide Lis confusion by rushing
into a fresh piece of extruvagauce, or a still
louder burst of laughter. At last, wlon the
evet ing was over, and all his companions scttled
to sleep in their beds,  Foster lay tossing about
in his, obliged at length to listen to the loud
weloe of his conscionce. He had answercd on
his word and honor. Again and again the whole
conversation rang in his ears, and he felt for {he
first time the greatness of his falschood. Ile
bad made it impossible fur himself, he thought,
ever to confess the truth; and how was Le to
bear the sight of Sidney Grey t

One little eomforting thought came at Lust,
and helped him to get Lo sleep. Ilo had heard
Edward tell Dr. Wise that day that Biduey's
Hiness would prevent his coming to the sehool
for some weeks; 10, at all events, there was a
short reapite before the dreaded moeting took
place; and, in the meantime, he would try as
much as he could to furget all about it, It was
a result of Lis long habits of eowardice and un-
Lrutbfulness, that he was able to put away co-
rious thoughts from his mind, and that his fears
were 80 little mixed with true repentaace,

CHAPTER XV
COVENTRY,

More (ban a month ! bofore Bidney was
able te return to school.  Bis Ml had ity we-

rious MTGI than any ono expected at the
and the Doctor who eaine 1o ses him in-

time,

wisted on his heeping clore Lo the honse tili all
the suow melted, nnl the rouls
were casier to walk u They were

plearsnt weeks to Amy and (.. 1ntu and Frank
allowed that having Sidney in the room all the
morning made lesson time quite s different thing.
1 wuuld have been astonisbed iIf they had
known that thirs were several people to whom
's absence from school was as pleasant as
s presence at home was to them. hvery even-
ing, when Kdward came back from school, 8id-
Be lﬁmm eagerly, ‘' Ilas Lyon s id any-
coming to see mo¢” anl ey
oy he Limaelf tnvented & fresh ot 4
w hem e and
,ﬁd—n i

1 excuse
Bdward were indignant at
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gmm In hls tnl::fru nl(l
8Aw thore wes mmo—
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uover bafre had hl-‘lﬂl been apown to refu o
.".'ll";::-n:-‘h:"-':; wre to wl!;l slowly,” ';'
prang Ingne etign; L0 SiOney Was Fa'h-
A et i nhow very sriedly Kdwwd
atyed i, Heo wias sl sys lo king ont for va=
ous s bo ptep, and giving bints about teraig
back, If Setney Bad not been rather deer-
mii of oft havls g his own way, morping sc ool
would have been cver befire they ieache’ Lhe
tomn; as i owas, -hq( wara late. Prayers,
with which the morning school opened, had
teon read some time, the repetitions were said,
and e classes assembled around Lhe dl’m-
ent  masters, Fiery faca bul one _wu
ratsed as Srdoey walked up the room.  King
whispered to W conbe bohind his back l.'u'
little Girey had wrown sborter and paler, auvd
walkid wor-e thar ever; snd Wicomhe re-
war «d Lim with & push fu the <ide with bis el-
boyws, s 4R injui e o, L8 hol! his stapdd
ey gue, Iu han hwi ue ok at 8idney, sad i
wa onougi=epough 10 mike him fea H VA [ue
surt of |n|ndihﬂm1|uﬁtl'dlh be nad
tad in bis seci'ent; and the triviuph be Lind
been foehing lately at the proapect of sesing bim
v dirgrace.  Fomter did not kol ones ; ™
it e bad enongn 1o hear the soand of sidney's
5 - w foutateps, and then his voles, a1 be spoke to
Dr Wise—so different, Foster thought, from any
0! ibe other voicss—eo clear and firm, and yot
with a sort of swestness in it.

Dr, Wise hated iuterruptions to a elass. 17t
had bean any one Sidney who had come so
Iate, he would have been angr An it was, he
cut his inquiries after his hull{ shorter than he
would otherwise have done, and desired him, as
being the last comer, to take his place at the
bottom of the class,

Sidney took his place by Foster, and a' the
first opportanivy, glanced eagerly round. With
Dr. Wise at the head of the class, thers was not
a chance of receiving much notice; but Bido.
ex ectod a bright look across from Lyon, and,
when it did not come, Mnr thought that
Lyon had improved wonderfully in bis pow-
ars of givin 18 whole attention to his work,
Niduey ewmld mot imi'ate him; he u'lcnwl
f om one face to ancther, and lhmu:hl that the
wll looked grave, Tnen he remarked that it
tuited Lyon better to look grave thin marr
n d that there was a sort of dignity about hiy n

t'at he had never noticed before. [fis thoughis

were interrupted by the conclusion of the lesson,
Hefora he had had time to take Foster's place
the class was dismissed, and the boys took their
scata round a table at tin upper sud of the room
to wiite out the substance J"h. morning's Les-
son, It was an old fault of Lyon's to begin
€ Iking at this time. Sidney felt sure of, at least,
& whispered welcome ; but Lyon walked yalckiy
to his reat without once looking rou
Before the writing began, however, Bidney
Lyon complaiming, as usual, that he could
not find his dictionary, and that there was mo
nk in his inkstand, [t was :l’ulu a reliof to flad
him bimself in something. Bidney pushed his
own inkstand and d'ctionsry ucross the table
with a smile, They were not taken. [Lyon
had bocome suddenly interested in deciphering
some hlrmg!ﬁhlucut in the dnl and mo sign
could induce to lifc up his bead er look up
while the lesson feit an if he were
in an unplessant drnm whichever way he turned
he saw nothing but averted faces, or heads
resolutely h.nlﬁown over the books. At last,
to his great relief, one o'clock struck. The Doo-
tor got np and loft the room, there was &
general rush to the school door, and a congrega-

lin together fn groups, and & hubbub of volces,
Buﬁ somehow or ol.b':t'. Bidney found himself
alone. He had to stoop to pick up a book; he

fourd it difficult to fix his erutches, and it took
him a long time to get clear of the form; he re-
memlu-wcrtlan Lyon used lthl to come and
belp bim. By the time be put away his
books, the town boys had all left the room, and
the first-class boys had drawn together in a group
in the Low window—as much a placs of re-
T-rt trln n‘;\lui weather I:,t'h stove :i" in wi: uo‘r.

o thia place Bidney a made his way, L]
be cawe near, Lyon lnzu to talk In’l loud
voice to Col'ine, Bidncy waited a long time ;
but the conversation, which did not seem to bs
a very clnrom, went on. At last he put his
havd on Lyon's arm. “Don’t you mean te
speak to me, Lyos P’ he sald.

Lyon did not shake his hand off ; but he shut
lul Hpuolae. and turned his head the other

“l' 1 tell you what, Grey,” said Collins ;
‘“‘there's no use in mhdn. matters , you may
as well know at once. We none of us mean

to tpeak to you, You know what be-
ing sent to Coventry means, you
are sent 1o Coventry ; and you not

pretend to ask why: your conaclence, if you have
one, will tell you without our wasting words
We don't all pretend to be as good as you call
yourself; bul tearing up cssays and stealng
‘won't suit even us,

“Lyon " said Sidney.

“0h 1" you need not appeal to bis generosity,”
said Colling, *‘lie's made up his mind not te
spenk to you, and he'll stic |ult. I wonder
vou have lh: face to n]-mllv. to him,'

“Lyon," said Sicoey, “do you beliove that [
desiroy ed your essay 2 Answer me Yoursell”

1 wish 't could help believing it,"” saia Lyen,
slowly, withont turning his head.

£/di ey touk bis hand away. “‘I have no more
to sny, then, If you can believe tllll, itis all
over. 1 don't care for anything -ln

Well for you if you don't,then,” sald Collina,
“Ijbave a fancy that you will find thers is
samotbivg else to carm for. This is the last
timo any one will speak to you, aud if Dad-
ding ard your brother speak to you, they
wll bs rent to Coventry too, If you h'd
not sst up to be so muci betler than eih e
Iq-ux e, we might not have thought so much of if;
wt it's time you shoulo koow how sneaks an
hypcerites ought to be treated, Come, Lyon!'"
But ) yon had vaotted thr ugh the window bes
fure Cullins had balf fivished his » eech, and
Bidny waiched Lim for hall an hour afterward
pacing gloomily up and dowa the playground

with his arms I‘u'lda&

In the meantime Bidocy sat at the window se
Lot in painful thought that he did not perceive
timat, thouygh all the boys who had been s anding
at the window when he joined them had laf; the
room, be was not alone. When, at last, the
dinner- bell roused him from his reverls, he was
surptised to see Dudding and Edward seated one
llll each side of him,

““What are yeu siiting here for, Dadding ?"
he asked.

‘“To keep the dranght of the door off you,"
eaid Dudding. “Ii's a very cold wind, though
the sun is shining, What made you come and
#it between the window and the door #"

‘* and why are you here, Edward 7"

“Do you thivk L would be anywhere else ?"
sald Kdward, grufily,

As they left the school-room together the
met Lyon coming in.  Without looking at Nid-

tey be held out a hand to Dudding shd to FA-
ward, * Pleaso to understand, every one,” he
said, looking round, ** that whatever rulu)on
may have mn-n;'nml in spite of what passed
this murniur ave no quarrel with Dudding
or Edward Grey.

“And please to understand everv ene,” said
Fdward, putling his bands bebind him, ‘‘that I
have a -|uam:l with vou, and that, in econse:
quence of what passed this mnrn.unf, Dudding
sud I have gent you all to Covent
“Well done ; that's rieh,” said lli.nl.

“1'm pot sure but that it is well dons," sald
Lyon, aside to Wilsou, *‘I declare [ almost wish
I were Grey's brother, and had an excuse for be-
lievimgg in Lim, and standing up for him as that
brave little fellow does.”

(11.&]‘1'51& XVI.
MAKRE AND HOUXDS.

“Fdward, " said Charlotte, one mumuw ‘w
menth after Sidoey's return to school, “‘yeu
know I alwavs used bo say that you and I were
bormn to—-""

“Yes, ves,” sail Edward; ] know you usel
llnlvsluuv it but I boped that lately you
bad had more sense, "

YOh!" sald lelum i “if you had lot me gn
on you would Lave secn that I was not goi
repeat precisaly the old thing about our Imng
Lorn W diuu.l,,,l Ish vursolves in an emergency.

T was enlinz 1o sy that [ ihiok you have dis-
tingvlsbed v uumlflm'- in & way that even I
never expested you to ‘L Yes, you need uot
Legrin to whistle, Edward, You ku ow you toid
me all about it, and you can't untell me ; and I
must say, ku mlng 4l the dissgresabls things
you Lave to Lear at school, iuis very gowl of
you to be so good tempered ll\llchu rrful wt home,
and not to grumble nearly #s much 13 you wuse:
to do when there was nothing to gruiible about,
There now 1've dene; s0 you need not snatel up
our cap. It is not time Lo o to schiool yot, and
{wnn! to tell you sowething about myself, 1
bave not bebaved balf so wall, Oun the ovening
whan you told me, | went stralght upstairs, an
—well, I may as well tall the truth at « nee—I
locked my Robinson Crusoe box, and hung the
key on the highest nail in the lumber-room, 1
thoughit there was no use any longer in baing
ready for aoything, and that I would give it all
up ut once; but, sioge I have seen lLow
couragsous yvou are I have felt ashamed of my-
self, 1 have been up stairs to the lumber room

®id brought down iny key ; and I have given
up despalring, and mean on e mare to bs on
look-out for an o riunity, not of dwstingulsh-
ing myself, but omn use to Sidoey,
dward! iflhh sho um: wit to be our smer-
ftar all, and we were to do saythiag |”
ld ‘“Ihf"v? lmlull’-lm this mor %"
ot \1 i
t.ohn telbing bt I thiuk it & good ul
uld (‘hlr-

“Bul 0ne IAY &A:
lotte. ‘‘Yes, I tﬂd i-ll:.tu: %

\ ate thinking =

of thal yerwe whn l‘m ‘He

whigh be pend. We mw’ll w be wure that tha
trotl will be kpown sows tine, and we sught
to be patient and wai' | at least, Buiney says ro,
and ihat's all i bave Lo sy mlon h

“tinavery good Lhing to -ay,” aaid Char-
lotte, YLt | wisyi you would teil me a litile
more about wha bhapiera, Lo you think Kid-
pey monds it much for he never savs & worl,
and tatks ard laughs i warly as much s he als
woy did g

CMinds 1" muid Fdward, “To you think you
wou'd not mind if you had to spend the crea‘er
part of ever: day among & wet of fellows who
would uot speak 1o vou, and who wers always
taking pet!y, mean ways of showing disliks and
ill-will 15 yon? Sdney, ton, who eares so much
maore about sverybody than T can &t all under-
stand, nid who would, at this moment, do a
kind thing for any oue of them if they would
only Yol Lim slope, ™
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